
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 27 June 2017] 

 p1646b-1647a 
Hon Darren West 

 [1] 

PILBARA PORTS AUTHORITY — PILOT BOAT TENDER 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.48 pm]: I wish to put on the record my 
extreme disappointment in a decision made by the Pilbara Ports Authority to award its new pilot boat to an eastern 
states boat manufacturer, Hart Marine. There is a fantastic boat manufacturer in my electorate in Dongara that 
builds pilot boats. It has a pilot boat that operates in Fremantle and a pilot boat that operates in Dampier. Its boat 
was deemed by the Pilbara Ports Authority, for some reason, to be unsafe for the port at Port Hedland. I do not 
accept that this boat was unsafe. It came within the budgetary requirements and all the specs of the tender, but for 
some reason we have had this culture in Western Australia for far too long that things are built better in the eastern 
states. Dongara Marine employs 29 full-time workers at its facility in Dongara. The boats are designed by 
Southerly Designs, which has just also designed an $8 million boat built by Fine Entry Marine in Geraldton for 
the Tasmanian water police. If we can build and design boats that are up to specifications for the Tasmanian water 
police, who operate in some of the most difficult and challenging sea conditions in the world, why on earth can 
we not award the tender for the Port Hedland pilot boat to an award-winning manufacturer here in 
Western Australia that employs local people? 

I have raised this with the minister. This process began under the previous government and no decision had been 
made at the time of the election, but recently we have been advised that the Pilbara Ports Authority has awarded 
the tender to Victorian-based Hart Marine, which also supplied the pilot boat in Esperance. I urge the Pilbara Ports 
Authority to review this decision and I urge the government to suggest that perhaps that might be a worthwhile 
course of action, because we have to get serious about local jobs. The economy is in trouble. We can dress it up 
and talk about it all we like, but we have to work together to keep Western Australians in work. We export enough 
money interstate as it is through the GST contribution and the Grains Research and Development Corporation. 
The Doppler radar units were built in South Australia; they are getting enough of our work. These boats should be 
built by award-winning Western Australian boatbuilders in Western Australia. 
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